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Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan 

AGENDA FOR THE MEETING 

• The Neighbourhood Planning process 

• Summary of the Plan policies 

• The referendum question – what does it mean 

• Refreshment break   

• Q&A 

 
2 2 



Stewkley Neighbourhood Area 
What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 

A document that contains specific 
policies developed at a local level by 
the  Neighbourhood Area that will have 
an influence on local planning 

What is our Neighbourhood 
Area? 

The parish of Stewkley 

What is a Made Neighbourhood 
Plan? 

A Neighbourhood Plan that is 
supported by the electors of the 
Neighbourhood Area and adopted by 
the Local Planning Authority.   

Why allocate sites? 
A Plan without sites allocated cannot 
protect the Neighbourhood Area 
against speculative development. 
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Neighbourhood Planning process 

The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 S.I. 
637 

 Outlines the process that 
must be followed to legally 
bring a Neighbourhood Plan 
forward to referendum 
 Neighbourhood Plans and 

policies must not conflict with 
national planning policies 

 Neighbourhood Plan policies 
must be relevant to planning 
matters. 

 NPs are subject to periodic 
review.   
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Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan 

Prepare the draft Plan  (March 2016 – June 2019) 

 Initial consultation with parish, local planning 
authority and other mandatory consultees (June 
2019)  Regulation 14 of the Act 

Amend Plan in response to comments received. 

Resubmit Plan to the local planning authority (March 
2020)  Regulation 15 of the Act 

Final consultation arranged by Bucks Council (Nov 
2020)  Regulation 16 of the Act 

 Independent examination of Plan (June 2021)  

Referendum 
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The Village Questionnaire  

• 34 questions  

• Personally delivered to 

and collected from  every 

house in the parish 

• 553 returned  

• >82K pieces of 

information YOU gave US 

• The starting point for the 

Plan 
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Community Actions and Plans  

• Generally unrelated to 

planning - emerged 

through the 

development of the 

Plan 

• Aspirations that are 

recorded in the Plan 

• Can be delivered by 

villagers for the village. 
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• CAPY1: It is recommended that a team is 

organised incorporating a panel of young 

people interested in creating a teenage 

“hang out” space for 14 to 17-year olds. 

This could involve:  

• ●Investigating how other rural parishes 

manage the “hang out shelter” wish 

• ●Considering how the shelter could be 

managed from a health and safety 

perspective. 

• ●Considering the possibility of young 

people (16+) being allowed into village 

pubs as long as they are not served 

alcohol 

 

• CAPY2: The Parish Council could benefit 

from an annual meeting with village 

Youths who attend the various clubs to 

discuss ideas they have about village life 

and leisure facilities. 



Stewkley Neighbourhood Plan 
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Fourteen Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Nos 1-3 

• Three  are specific to 
development 
– Establishing a settlement 

boundary beyond which 
development will generally 
not be permitted – 
protection against further 
incursion into the 
countryside 

– Housing stock – smaller 2-3 
beds preferred. 5-beds 
discouraged. 

– Allocated sites on the Wing 
Road. 
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Nos 4-5  

• Two are specific to 
village character and 
local history 

– Requirement to sustain 
or enhance the 
distinctiveness of the 
village and the character 
of the conservation area. 

– Named buildings of local 
history interest will be 
protected against harm 
from development 
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Nos 6-7 
• Two are specific to 

parking, cyclists and 
pedestrians  
– Requirement to ensure 

adequate parking for 
residents and visitors in all 
developments, including 
houses that are extended. 

– Requirement to retain / 
improve existing footpaths 
and cycle access routes 
including safe wheelchair 
access throughout the 
village.  
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

No 8 
• One is specific to village 

amenities   
– Named assets protected 

against development unless 
no longer viable or clear 
benefits can be demonstrated 
while not undermining the 
amenity. 
• St Michaels church 

• Methodist chapel and hall 

• St Michaels school 

• Village hall 

• Recreation ground and 
pavilion 

• The Swan and Carpenters 
Arms public houses 
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Nos 9-12 
• Four are specific to green 

spaces, important views 
and biodiversity 
– Local green spaces and 

important amenity land 
protected against 
development. 

– Views into the countryside 
and important views within 
and into the village have 
been identified that must 
not be adversely impacted. 

– Requirement to protect 
local biodiversity.  
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Nos 13-14 

• One is specific to local 
employment and one is 
specific to broadband 
provision. 

– Requirement for new local 
businesses to be suited to 
a rural village location and 
not adversely affect 
amenity and road safety. 

– Requirement to ensure 
new development has 
access to superfast 
broadband networks. 
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The Referendum Question 

 
 

Do you want 

Buckinghamshire 

Council to use the 

neighbourhood plan 

for Stewkley to help it 

decide planning 

applications in the 

neighbourhood area? 
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Impact of a majority YES vote 

 
• Plan is Made 

• Policies become part of 
planning law for our area 
and must be given some 
weight 

• Plan and policies will be 
reviewed/revised on a 5-
year cycle. 

• Future housing targets and 
possible sites arising from 
the BC Local Plan (including 
possible impact from the 
OxCam Arc) can be 
managed through our site 
allocation policy. 
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Impact of a majority NO vote 

 
• Neighbourhood Plan is 

rejected 

• BC make decisions on all 
planning applications based 
upon national planning 
policies  

• Our Plan policies no longer 
carry any weight in decisions 
on planning applications 

• Future housing allocations and 
possible sites arising from the 
BC Local Plan (including impact 
from the OxCam Arc) outside 
the control of Stewkley 
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Referendum Date 14 October 2021  

Where Village Hall  

When 7am to 10pm 

Who All those on the electoral register 

How is it decided 50% + 1 of the total votes cast. 
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Refreshment Break 

30 minutes 
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Q & A 
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