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the next four years and that the retiring chief executive
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raised the question of unitary status for the county.
She also spoke on subjects reported elsewhere in this editi
the Grapevine: broadband services, and pothole filling.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PTANNING ANALYSIS
The Neighbourhood Planning team, made up now of some 35

villagers, has divided itself up into committees dealing with
assigned sections of the project, from housing to transport,
from sports facilities to the environment.
All questionnaires returned to the Neighbourhood Plan team,
some eighty percent of the village representing 553 homes and
1,419 individuals, were analysed and are now playing a major
guiding role in the work of the committees.
Details of the findings were outlined during an exhibition day,
which contained two presentation sessions, at the Village Hall
last month.
The work showed that a third of villagers represented in the
returned questionnaires are aged over 65. The average time
residents have lived in the village is 21 years, and some 640/o of
present residents say they intend to stay in the village. There is
considerable drop-off in post-school age residents.
The work showed that there are relatively few one and two
bedroom homes, and that larger houses show low bedroom
occupancy. The homes had between them 1074 cars, of which
141 were regularly parked on the road overnight.
0n a housing "wish-list, some 28 per cent of respondents
thought more starter homes were required, while there was a
260/o call for more bungalows and retirement homes.
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Thirty per cent of villagers are in full time employment,

14o/o

have part-time jobs, 160/o are self-employed and 24o/o retired.

The remainder are students, volunteer workers or home
workers. 0f the commuting population, T4 per cent travel to
work by car while some 27o/o use trains. Some 27Vo said the
availability of super-fast broadband affects their choice of work
and 650/o said such availability would aid the setting up of more

small businesses.

fust over half of the respondents said they use
environmental amenities

was also underway. Reports were also submitted on

activities of the Stewkley Players, the Stewkley Walkers
Women's Institute, the Cricket Club, the Recreation Gro
the Airport Monument Spinney, the Traflic Sub-Commi
the Stewkley Charities, the Wildlife Reserve [see N:
Patch, page 14)and preparations for the Best Kept Vil
competition. The reports are to be made available on-line

COUIIT'NG UP THE QUEEN'S SCOUTS

Since last month's article reporting of the Queen's Scout a,

for Stewkley Scout Alex Huggins, it has been pointed out
over the last 30 years several other members of the vi

movement have received the award.
Mark Wilkinson and fudy Buck got their Queen's Scout ar.r
in 1990 and went to Windsor Castle in 1991. Mark and fudl
been part of the Bucks Young Leaders Expedition to bu
Health centre in Kenya in 1989. Mark is now the Cub I
Leader and acting Group Scout Leader at the 9th St. Al

Scout Group.
Cassie Lorrimore, these days a Stewkley bellringer who
Cassie Cochran at the time and who now lives in the old lib
and Catherine Gray both gained their Queen's Scout awa

1997.

WORKING VILTAGERS
Me

David Lett, of Stewkley Enterprise Agency said the ag
team intend to undertake ten cuts of grass verges durinl
year, and operation that has already started. Work on pus
back hedging, re-seeding some verge areas and weed k
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village

the Rec and sporting facilities, the

footpaths and Nature Reserve. The Rec was the most used. The
shop and the Village Hall were the most used of other facilities.
The weekly doctors' surgeries at the Rec Pavilion were
"reasonably" well used, while the mobile library was little used.
The village Scouting movement, Youth Club and Junior Sports
were well used. Villagers used a whole host of facilities away
from the village, with. swimming and cinema visits top of the
list. The majority travelled to Leighton Buzzard, Milton Keynes
or Aylesbury to find facilities.
Where do villagers get their information? The Grapevine came
top of the list, but village chatter was high too.

for inaccuracies in the earlier re,
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE UPDATE/rom Sheils Fellowes
At the May meeting of the WI, members discussed resolu
to be presented at the Annual General Meeting of the Nat
The Grapevine team apologises

Federation of Women's Institutes.
There was also had a talk about reflexology by Rachael Drr

who albo gave a mini demonstration.
The next meeting is on fune 8 when the speaker will be F
Verrall, the subject being Botanical Paintings. Peggy too
painting after the death of her husband in 2002 and has
gained a diploma in botanical art from the Society of Bota
Artists. She says she is particularly interested in portri
natural objects which show either a hidden past histor
future promise.
The meetings are held in the Village Hall and start at 7.3
For information call 240596.

TENNIS CLUB UPDATE from Neil Shefferd
Stewkley Tennis Club's summer club nights are running
week and visitors are welcome to these sessions on Tue
and Thursday nights from 7pm or on Saturday mornings
9.30am.

PARISH MEETING REPORTS
At the Annual Parish Meeting, held at the Village Hall last
month, the Chairman, Councillor fenny Wodey, gave her
report for the year, thanking councillors and volunteer effort
for contributions over the 12 months.
The Council considered 43 planning applications. Councillors
supported 28, objected to six and commented on a further nine.
She summarised activities on the Neighbourhood Planning
process, relationships with the Recreation Ground Association,

The club is pleased to welcome on board Luke Atkinson
will be helping out with coaching. Luke is a Level 3
accredited coach who has previously worked at Harper
Swanbourne and Riverside.

activities at the Spinney, the activities of the Enterprise Agency,

Meanwhile on Sunday, July 3, the club is holding its pol
rounders tournament at the Recreation Ground from
Children and adults are welcome for what is always ;

the

campaign

to

improve broadband speeds and traffic

management.

Councillor fanet Blake reported how Aylesbury Vale District
Council is positioning itself to deal with continuing cuts in
Government grants and becoming commercially-minded. Cllr
Blake, who is also the village's representative in Bucks County
Council, said that authority was battling a €53m shortfall over

Looking ahead, the Piers Draper tournament for junion
been re-arranged and will now take place on Sunday fuly 1

This event is open to all youngsters in the village,
members and non-members and also to young club men
from outside the village.

afternoon.

Club coach Matt Evans will be running tennis camps
August 1 to 5 and August 15-19 from either 9am to 12
(half day) or 9am to 3pm (full day).
For more info about the camps or to book: www.getcoachingmk.cr

