PLANNING STEWKLEY'S FUTURE:
EVERYONE CAN HELP
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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The last two months have been a busy period for those planning
Stewkley's future, and it is likely to get more intense.
Some 250 villagers turned up at a meeting called by the Parish
Council, almost all of them putting their hands up to approve a

motion that Stewkley should produce its own Neighbourhood
Plan, a plan that would allow the community to have a major
say in how the village is shaped over the next 18 years.
Everything is on the agenda, from planning issues to broadband,
from traffic concerns to retail space.

The first move in the exercise is to create a basic outline of the
state ofthe village today to act as a platform for future planning.
With that in mind all 24 villagers who volunteered to help in the

process have been asked to
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take part in what is, in effect,

village census via

a
a

- nothing to do
with anyone's personal
questionnaire

details, but everything

to

do

with finding out what kind of a
village Stewkley is today.
COMMUNITYTEAM

Once the approval for a
Neighbourhood Plan programme had come from the
village meeting, the volunteers

were called together and
Heads Neighbourhood Plan Team
CV: Former senior police ofiicer, former
Director of Security at the National Lottery,
and, in Stewkley, former Church Warden
and Chair of the Jubilee Committee

a

formally structured executive
team was formed under the

leadership of one of the
volunteers, retired police chief
and former churchwarden

Neil Dickens. He had previously headed the team that

successfully planned Stewkley's celebrations for the Queen's

Diamond fubilee.
The ambition is to produce a document that describes a vision
for the village's future and identifies a pathway for its
achievement involving local councils and the village community.
The foundation questionnaire is to be delivered to and picked
up from every home in the village by the volunteers.
It will cover such subjects as housing stock [number of
bedrooms, ownership, whether adapted for special needs etcJ,
expectation to want to upsize or downsize within the next five
to ten years, age groups of persons within each household,
number of cars fer household, on or off-street parking, location
of people's work ffrom home, within ten mile radius, commuter
etc.) and schooling.

It will also cover frequency of use of current facilities and
amenities including the shop, pubs, public transport, mobile
library, Village Hall, Rec, Rec-based surgery, and pathways and
bridleways.
AWARENESS

In addition there will be a couple of questions about how people
currently get informed of Stewkley matters and their awareness
about the Neighbourhood Plan.
The questionnaire will also be available on the Parish Council
website fhttp://stewkleypc.webs.com) and large print versions
can be requested from the Parish Clerk.
The cover note will make it clear that all information provided
by households is completely confidential, will not be used for
anything other than the purpose for which it has been collected,
and will not be shared with any other party. It will also make it
clear that it is not obligatory to complete the form and unused
questionnaires will be collected.
There are approximately 35 questions, mostly factual and not
seeking opinion, and the Neighbourhood Planning team hope it
will take no more than 15 minutes to complete. Once collated,
the statistical analysis will be shared with villagers.
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See Pnce 5

