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TITANIC TRUCKS, TRACTORS AND TRAITERS
:. -jdition to the increase in volume and speed of traffic
.-:-,ugh the village in recent years, residents have also
=:,.lressed concern at the increasing number and size of
:.an, goods vehicles and agricultural vehicles. In a bid to
:.arify and understand this phenomena and what the future
right hold, members of the Neighbourhood plan Roads and
,:trastructure Working Group met with representatives of
- accenda Foods, which owns the Wing road chicken farm,
::.d Robert and Daniel Tuckwell, whose agricultural
.r-ri:tracting business is based near the Mursley water tower.
3:,th businesses use Stewkley roads extensively.

l:e',- learned that the chicken farm rears chickens in batches of
:3.ut a million birds, from two-day-old chicks, supplied by a
i.ichery at Quainton, to six-seven week-olds that iie shipped
:- 3rackley. The birds are moved every six to seven weeks;

.=r:

operation takes about a week with trucks operating day
.:.: night, seven days a week. Following their own recent
:.','ierv, Faccenda's trucks now drive down Dunton Road
:-ring night operations and to avoid the High Street school:-:s between Bam and 9am and between 3pm and 4pm. At
,:rer times, trucks go through the village because this is a

s:orter route. Drivers are instructed not to exceed 20 mph.

" r addition, feedstuffs are delivered to and waste removed from
::e Wing site. Half of the most recent crop,s waste litter was
:ollected by local farmers for use on their lands. Such
:1ovements will significantly reduce or be eliminated by the

planned installation of an on-site bio-mass
boiler.
CAN BE VERIFIED

All Faccenda trucks are monitored by telematics, so reported

.ncidents can be verified.
.-rt the meeting with Tuckwells, it was explained that they
provide a wide range of agricultural and other services
over a
radius of 22 miles from the Mursley base. Twenty-five per cent

of the business is currently with a firm located between

Hockliffe and Dunstable. Tuckwells collect grass, wholecrop
[i.e.
cereal crops wheat, barley or oats] and maize silage from
uarious sites, at North Marston and Aston Abbotts for example,
and take it to an anaerobic digester that produces electricity
that is fed into the National Grid.
Like Faccenda, the Tuckwells are sensitive to the impact their
operations have on the villages, and get more complaints from
Stewkley than anywhere else but, because of where they are
situated and their weather-dependence, it is more difficult to
avoid the school runs. It also means that if they are forced into a
late start, they need to work late. A recent change in the law
means they are obliged to have flashing yellow lights, day and
night, while on all public highways.
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Parish Councillor Keith Higgins, wt o .fral.s ttre tteigt ttourt ooA
Plan group, told the Grapevine, ,,Both meetings were cordial
and constructive, and we intend to keep the dialogue going,

Faccenda had already taken some steps to improve the
situation in the village, and the Tuckwells are keen to discuss
concerns with local residents, because a toxic relationship does

not help anyone."

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
Neil Dickens, who heads the Neighbourhood plan process,
has made arrangements to be present at the Rec pavilion
between 1Oam and 12noon on Saturday fuly 9 for one_to_
one sessions with villagers.
He tells the Grapevine the occasion will provide an opportunity
for discussions with anyone ,,who prefers not to speak in public

to express their view on a subject,,.

will cover a full range of topics affecting life in
Stewkley up to 2033. Subjects such as housing, amenities,
recreation, education, elderly, traffic and transport, heritage,
The plan

businesses and youth are all on the agenda.

Currently there are 35 volunteers in the team working to

a

testing timetable across various groups on the project.
Neil Dickens says it is anticipated that by the end of
July the
groxps will have completed research on the full range of topics
and commenced deliberations to make recommendations tothe
Steering Group by the end ofAugust. It then falls upon the nine
members of the Steering Group to pull all these ideas together
throughout September and review those that may conflicl with
others.

The target is for the Steering Group to have concluded their
observations by the end of September and thereafter
commence to draft the Neighbourhood plan. Ideally this will
have been completed by November 30 and submitted to the
Parish Council.

The draft plan then goes to AVDC for further consultation and

comment from outside bodies. This may result in some
it finally is published to the residents for a
referendum and seeking agreement from the majority of
redrafting before

villagers eligible to vote.

PHEW! THAT WAS A CLOSE CALL
A plan that would have landed Stewkley with some 4,500 extra
homes, expanding the village to more than five times its present
size, has been rejected.

The village was one

of 13 possible locations in the Vale of
Aylesbury investigated for a development that would,
according to the planners, ,,benefit from its own community
facilities, retail provision, green infrastructure and will deliver
improved infrastructure that benefits current and new

NOT ABOVE 25MPH

residents in the locality".

Tuckwell's drivers are instructed not to exceed 25mph through
the villages and, when travelling in convoy, not to drive closer
than 100m to the vehicle in front to give other road users the
chance to progress through the villages or overtake them.
Should anyone have any concerns about the way the vehrcles
are driven, then Tuckwells would like to know the relevant
location, time and number plate so that they can investigate

It was on the agenda for AVDC councillors during the process of
drawing up a plan for the future of the Vale. In the end, it was
sites at Winslow and Haddenham that came out favourites.

and take the necessary action. All Tuckwell vehicles are

emblazoned with the company name so are easily identifiable.
\Vhilst not quiet, the Tuckwell fleet is continuously renewed so
that the engines and brakes are the most up-to-date and
therefore less noisy than many others; their stopping distance
is also shorter than that of a large truck. The company agreed
:hat the poor state of the roads added to the noise nuisance,
rarticularly with regards to empty trailers that rattle over
Llne\/en road surfaces and poorly installed ironwork.
Both companies were supportive of efforts to balance the
interests of residents and drivers, including the parking issue,
and the Tuckwells team suggested some helpfut changes to
possible future improvements near the War Memorial.

to the draft plan, now out for consultation,
Haddenham is "marginally preferable ... because it already has
a railway station with a good service, including to London.,,The
document adds: "Policy to follow, awaiting further evidence.,,
In the draft plan, Stewkley is now categorised as a ,,medium size
village" with the document suggesting it needs to take 126 new
homes. Suggested sites in Wing Road, Dunton Road and
Sycamore Close are ruled out as unsuitable, while land off
Orkney Close and Walducks Close is listed as providing B0 of
the homes, with another five at the Cricketers site off High
Street North.
According

Planning permission for a 14-home development on the
Cricketers site was turned down by AVDC Last year. It is
presently the subject of a planning appeal with the result
expected soon.

According to the draft Vale of Aylesbury plan there is a shortfall
of 41 of sites for the 126 new homes allocated to Stewkley.

